Spring 2009 Obituaries

Harvey C. Allison (faculty)

Harvey, 82, passed away 01 Nov 2008 in Orange City, FL following a long illness.  He was born 09 Oct 1926.  Harvey worked at MVA from 1967-1993 at maintenance director and was known as “Uncle Harvey.” He was a veteran of WW 2 where he served in Italy.  During his retirement, he enjoyed going on cruises and traveling.

He is survived by his wife of 32 yrs, Rosalie BENSON-

HAVER Allison ’56 of Orange City, FL; daughter, Marlene ALLISON Higgs ’80 of Collegedale, TN; three grandchildren; two brothers, Don Allison and Dennis Allison; two sisters, Ethel Woodin and Sue Hutto.  He was preceded in death by his first wife, Dorothea Allison and daughter Sandra ALLISON Montieth ’81.

Graveside services were held 06 Nov 2008 at Mount Vernon Memorial Gardens, Mount Vernon, OH.

(Info from Obit, Funeral card)

Nancy  SLAVIC  Branum-‘55

Nancy, 70, of McDonald, TN passed away 22 Dec 2007.  She was born 22 May 1937 to Joseph and Jennie Slavic. She married Allen Branum’53 and worked as an insurance adjustor.  Her life was dedicated to God and her family.  Along with her husband Nancy spent 25 years working in the Pathfinder organization.  She was a member of the Cedar Ridge Seventh-day Adventist Church, Georgetown, TN.

Survivors include her husband, Allen Branum ’53; sons, David Branum ’75 of Lincoln, NE and Dale Branum (att 75, Cl ’76) of Charleston, TN; daughters, Sharon BRANUM Miller of Chattanooga, TN and Jennifer BRANUM of Alpharetta, GA; five grandchildren; one great granddaughter; father, Joseph Slavic; brother-in-law, Charles Branum ’58; sister-in-law, Gloria BRANUM Hart ’54; nephew, Charles Branum; neice, Susan BRANUM Neibler ‘79.  A memorial service was held 30 Dec 2007 at the Cedar Ridge SDA Church in Georgetown, TN.  Burial was in McDonald, TN.

(Info fr Obit, Funeral program, Doris BEHNER Goronzy ’55, Allen Branum ’53) 

Susan  LEACH  Coleman-‘58

Susan, of Apopka, FL, passed away 01 Oct 2008 at Florida Hosp in Orlando, FL from multiple medical problems.  She was the daughter of Bud and Doris Leach.  Bud served as manager of City Laundry for many years.  Susan grew up in Mt. Vernon, OH attending the SDA Elementary School for 8 yrs. prior to coming to the Academy.  She loved ice skating, her grandchildren, and life in general.

Survivors include her son, Brian [Chrystie] Coleman; step son, Jim Coleman; 4 grandchildren; 4 step grandchildren; brother, Jack Leach.  She was preceded in death by her husband, Emory Coleman, in 1986 and a brother, Bobby Jim Leach.

A memorial service was held for her.

(Info fr Brian & Chrystie Coleman, Lowell Borchers ’58, Naomi Dye ’46)

Minta Ruth DAVIS Halstead—

Minta, 86, of St. Albans, WV passed away 28 Sep 2008 in South Charleston, WV.  She was born 25 Nov 1921 in Freemont, MI to Ray and Ruth INMAN Davis.  While she graduated from Broadview Academy, Minta had a special attachment to MVA through the multiple family members who were graduates/attendees.  In 1944 she married Oliver Wendell “Shanty Boat” Halstead ’31.  Together they spent 60 years on the Halstead family farm in WV. Minta was a a LPN having graduated from Dr. Harry Miller’s school of nursing in Mt. Vernon, OH.  She was supporter of Christian education and a member of the Charleston S.D.A. Church in Charleston, WV.

She is survived by a son, Dennis Wendell Halstead of Commerce, TX; daughters, Gwendolyn Sue Halstead ’64 of Dayton, OH, Minta Carol [Gerald] Robertson of Lyles, TN, Beverly Ruth [Douglas] Kimble of St. Albans, WV; ten grandchildren; two great grandchildren.  Besides her parents and husband, Minta was predeceased by two brothers, Arthur and Richard Davis, and two grandchildren, Christopher Halstead and Amy McRae.  Funeral services were held 02 Oct 2008 with burial in Memorial Park, St. Albans, WV.

(Info fr Sue Halstead, Obit)

Dorothy LAYNE  Hughes-39

Dorothy passed away on 30 Oct 2008 in Phoenixville, PA.  Born 17 Nov 1918 in Marion, OH, Dorothy was the first of four girls born to Pearl and Hazel KELLOGG Layne. She married Owen P. “Pope” Hughes’39 on 28 Jul 1940 and lived most the remainder of her life in PA.  After Owen joined the Navy and helped rebuild Pearl Harbor, they had their only child, a son, Owen P. “Perry” Hughes, Jr. In 1957 they moved from Media, PA to Phoenixville, PA where they built a stone house, which Dorothy lived in until her death.  She worked as a housewife and enjoyed gardening.  She was self-sufficient and quite active even moving her own grass until last year.

She is survived by her husband of 68 yrs, Owen of Laurel, MD; son, Owen P. “Perry” [Ellen LAURENCE] Hughes, Jr. of Laurel, MD; one grandson, Greg Hughes of MD; two sisters, Alice LAYNE Thrush and Polly LAYNE Orr both of Marion, OH.  Edna LAYNE Maze ’41, her sister, preceded Dorothy in death.  Funeral services were held in Phoenixville, PA on 04 Nov 2008.  Burial was in Arlington Cemetery in Drexillhill, PA.

(Info fr interview – Perry Hughes)

James L. Joiner

Elder Joiner, 76, of Collegedale, TN passed away 05 Oct 2008.  He was born in Knoxville, TN to George Joiner and Lillie “Kate” ELLISON on 14 Sep 1932.  His unusual abilities were noted early in life as he was able to spell long words at age 2.  In 1953 he graduated from Southern Missionary College (now Southern Adventist Univ.) in Collegedale, TN with a BA in three majors: business, religion, history.  In 1990 he received the SAU alumnus of  the year award.  He also obtained a MA in history from Vanderbilt Univ.  In 1969 he published a book on S.D.A. pioneers.  Elder Joiner was editor of several church magazines and a former missionary to the Philippines. He was a U.S. Army veteran. 

Survivors include his second wife, Beverly SAUDER Teixeira Joiner ’51; daughter, Rebecca JOINER [David]

Timon of Laurel, MD; two step-daughters, Josie [Kevin] TEIXEIRA Burgoyne ’74 of Collegedale, TN and Dee Dee [Michael] TEIXEIRA Boyce (att, Cl ’76) of Ooltewah, TN; two step-sons, E. Scott [Alicia] TEIXEIRA of Pittsville, MD and L. Andrew [Kathy[ TEIXEIRA ’80 of Brampton, ON, Canada; three grandchildren and eight step grandchildren.  He was preceded in death by his first wife, Mable MITCHELL Joiner and also a daughter, Sharon Harris.  Services were held on Friday, 10 Oct 2008. Burial was in Collegedale Memorial Park, Collegdale, TN.

((Info fr Obit)

Donald P. Meckstroth –‘59

Don, 68, of Mt. Vernon, OH passed away 16 Nov 2008 in Columbus, OH following a short battle with leukemia.  He was born to Wilson and Delores NEDERHOUSER Meckstroth in Mt. Vernon, OH on 08 Nov 1940.  Following graduation from MVA, Don worked with his father building houses and doing carpentry work in the Mt. Vernon, OH area.  He served his country as paratrooper with the  U.S. Army 82nd Airborne.  Don also worked for the Kokosing Construction Co, Fredericktown, OH.   Don is survived by his wife of 15 yrs., Lynn CARRICO Meckstroth; one daughter, Anne [Bryan] Tier of Logan, OH; a son, Andrew [Karen] Meckstroth of Athens; two grandchildren; one step-daughter, Laurie Anne Ridgeway of Mt. Vernon, OH; two brothers, Robert W. [Carol] Meckstroth ’56 of Villa Park, CA and Richard [Diana] Meckstroth ’64 of Morgantown, WV; his step-mother Virginia WILLIAMS Monahan-Meckstroth of Mt. Vernon, OH; two step brothers, Jim Monahan ’64 and Rick Monahan ’65 of Mt. Vernon, OH; step sister, Judy MONAHAN Whetsel ’64 of Mt. Vernon, OH.  He was preceded in death by his first wife, Connie P. Meckstroth.

A memorial service was held 12 Dec 2008 at the Mount Vernon Memorial Gardens Cemetery, Mt. Vernon, OH.

(Info fr Obit, Jeanie Haldeman-former faculty, 11 Dec 2008 Mt. Vernon News OH Memorial service notice, Virginia WILLIAMS Monahan-Meckstroth)

Jere Patzer-‘65

Jere, 61, passed away 26 Oct 2008 after a long battle with non-Hodgkins lymphoma.  He was born 24 Nov 1946 in Bozeman, MT.  In 1969 he graduated from Atlantic Union College with degrees in Business Administration and Religion.  To these degrees he later added a MBA and Doctor of Ministry.  Jere served as a SDA pastor in the NY and PA Conferences before beginning work on the conference level.  He directed youth ministries in PA, OR,and the North Pacific Union Conferences.  After serving as executive secretary of the Upper Columbia Conference in WA from 1982-1985, he became their president.  In 1996 he left and became the North Pacific Union Conference president.  At the time of his death he served as chair of the Adventist Health board of directors and Walla Walla University board.  Jere authored four books and was well known worldwide for his commitment to evangelism.  He is survived by his wife, Sue, who currently serves in Ridgefield, WA as the  North Pacific Union Conference director of women’s ministries; sons, Darin [Natalie] Patzer of Spokane, WA and Troy [Renee] Patzer of  Spangle, WA; daughter, Carissa Patzer of Boise, ID; father, Arthur Patzer of College Place, WA.  A memorial service was held 15 Nov 2008 in Battle Ground, WA at Meadow Glade SDA Church.

(Info fr North Pacific Union Conference Obit, Jeanie Haldeman-former faculty)

Michael Petricko-

Michael passed away 10 Mar 2007 from cancer in Salem, OR.   He was born 17 Nov 1929 in Toronto, Ontario, Canada.  As a former high school drop out, Michael attended MVA to complete his senior year and graduate. 

This year had a big influence on his life not only his education but also spiritually and socially.   After working a few years, he attended Andrews Univ. Here he completed his undergraduate and Masters degrees in 11/2 yrs.  During the first part of his life he was very successful in the insurance business.  Later, a call to the ministry came from Elder Ben Leach ’39 then TX Conference president.  While in TX, he met and married Ella, a registered dietitian. They worked together ministering in TX, OK, IN, OR and HI for nearly 39 yrs.

Survivors include his wife, Ella Petricko; two sons, Will Petricko of Winnipeg, Manitoba and Robert Petricko of Albuquerque, NM; daughter, Brenda PETRICKO Gholson of Benton, LA; George R. Petricko.  He was preceded in death by a brother, John Petricko.

(Info fr Ella Petricko)

Renan Sandoval- ‘95

(Leonard Brown—Akron, OH to mail info)

    2/1/09

Jerry W. Spears

Jerry died 10 Apr 2008 in Newark, OH.  He was born 

29 June 1941 in Newark, to the late Davis and Evelyn ROE

Spears.  He graduated from Newark High School.  For 24 yrs. he worked as an orderly at the Licking Memorial Hospital in Newark.  Jerry was a member of the Newark S.D.A. Church.

He is survived by his wife of 32 yrs, Glenna THOMPSON 

Spears ’66; sons, Jerry Martin [Katherine] Spears II and Stacey Aaron Spears ’06 of Newark, Michael Spears of Hilliard, OH, Bradley Spears of Mt. Vernon, OH; daughter, Christine Hall of Newark; brothers, David, Martin [Jody] and Joe Spears of Newark and James Spears of Nashport, OH; twelve grandchildren, two great-grandchildren.

(Info from Obit)

Helen TOMESANYI Graham- att ’36, Cl ‘37

Notice received via return mail 12/2008.  Helen had been living in Clearfield, PA.  Her sister, Margaret TOMESANYI Wright ’38 passed away in Jul 2005.

Richard Eugene Splinder, Sr. –’43 

On Thursday, 30 Oct 2008 in Portland, ME, Richard Spindler, Sr of Brunswick, ME, passed away at age 85.  He was born in Columbus, OH 05 Apr 1923 to Albert J. and Dorabelle McCOLLOUGH spindler.  He attended Columbia Union College and worked at the College Press in Takoma Park, MD.  Later, he worked for the Review and Herald Publishing Assoc. as a binder.  On 29 Nov 1970 he married Alice CUNNINGHAM.  After moving from MD, Richard worked in hospital purchasing departments for Parkview Adventist Medical Center in ME and then in Singapore for two years.  He retired in 1985.  He was a member of the Brunswick SDA Church, Brunswick, ME.

Survivors include his wife of Brunswick, ME; three sons, Richard E. [Barbara] Spangler, Jr. of Dayton, OH, Eugene Nolan [Gi-ja]) Spindler of Taejon, South Korea, and Timothy Elliott Spindler, of York, ME; daughter, Sharon (William) Kuher of Selbyville, IN; four sisters, Mildred Bulen, Leona Spindler, Faith Terrill, Rebecca Spindler, all of Columbus, OH; five grandchildren; six great grandchildren.  He was preceded in death by three brothers, Jack, Timothy, and Paul; a sister, Betty Hutchinson.

Services were held 03 Oct 2008 at the Brunswick SDA Church.  Interment was in Gracelawn Memorial Park, Auburn, ME.

(Info fr Obit)

John E. Swartz – ‘39

Born 17 May 1921; Died 09 Dec 2006 –Portland, OR

Notification received via return mail 12/08.

(Info fr SSDI)

Alice Lucille Jackson-

Lucille, 83, of Zanesville, OH passed away 22 Jan 2009.

She was born in Racine, OH on 22 Nov 1925 to Carlos Bingham and Flossie Lovell.  She attended Columbia Union College and Meredith Business College.  In 1949 she and her late husband, Everett Jackson, Sr. opened the Franklin Printing Co. in Zanesville.  They worked together for 57 yrs.  As a member of the Zanesville S.D.A. Church, she served as treasurer, a Pathfinder leader, and elementary school board member.

She is survived by three sons, Everett [Ruby IRWIN’68] Jackson, Jr. ’66 of Zanesville, OH, Eric [Don Leppla] Jackson ’69 of Arlington, VA, Eldon [Donna] Jackson ’74 of Somerset, OH; two sisters, Kay Bartley of Chevy Chase, MD and Phyliss LaPlante of Bradenton, FL.8 grandchildren, Bryan and Andrew Jackson, Melissa [Joe] Glenny, Jason [Irene] Bookman ’89, Julie BOOKMAN [Scott ’90] Fortner ’90, Jill [Matthew] Czaja, Sarah [Lewis] Catlett, Lisa Jackson; 9 great-grandchildren.  She was preceded in death by her husband, Everett Jackson, Sr. in 2007.

Services were held 26 Jan 2009 in Zanesville, OH at The Snouffer Chapel.  Burial followed in Poplar Forks Cemetery in Gratiot, OH.

(Info fr Obit)

Kathryn SHEAFFER Richardson-‘24

Kathryn, 103, of Mt. Vernon, OH passed away 16 Jan 2009 one month following a broken leg.  She was born 06 Jan 1906 in Harrisburg, PA to Daniel and Dora SARVIS Sheaffer. Following graduation from MVA, she taught school for a year in PA. In June 1925 she married Robert “Bob” Richardson in Harrisburg, PA.  He later worked for MVA for many years and drove trucks for the OH Conference.  Students who stayed to work at MVA during home leaves were fed by the big meals Kathryn cooked. In 1976 they moved to Keene, TX.  Three years after Bob died, Kathyrn moved back to OH in 1990 and lived in the Mt. Vernon area the rest of her life.  She enjoyed reading until her eyesight failed from macular degeneration.  She also spent many hours crocheting afgans, which were donated to local nursing homes.  Katie was a member of the Mt. Vernon (OH) Seventh-day Adventist Hill Church.  Many alumni will remember her as she regularly attended MVA Alumni Weekend.  She will greatly be missed this year as she would have celebrated as a member of the 85th year honor class!

She is survived by two sons, Daniel [Doreen] Richardson ’51 of Puyallup, WA and Dr. William [Sandra Van EMAN ‘55] Richardson ’55 of Berrien Springs, MI.; her daughter, Dorothy RICHARDSON [Wayne ‘40] Behner ’49 of Danville, OH; eight grandchildren; several great-grandchildren.  She was preceded in death by her husband, Robert C . Richardson (former faculty); two sisters and a brother.

Services were held in Mt. Vernon, OH on 20 Jan 2009 at the Dilley-Lasater Funeral Home.  A private family burial was to be held in Keene, TX.

(Info fr Obit, Dottie RICHARDSON Behner ’49,Doris BEHNER Goronzy)

JoAnn CHILSON Johnson –‘59

  JoAnn of Collegedale, TN, passed away unexpectedly on 25 Nov 2008 as a result of an accidental fall at home.  She was born 31 Oct 1940 in Mt. Vernon, OH to Alfred ’38  and Betty JOHNSON ’38 Chilson.  JoAnn came from a family of dedicated MVA individuals including her grandparents, “Pop” Johnson and his wife, Edith “Johnsie” Johnson (both former faculty).   JoAnn “loved her friends at MVA and was dearly loved in returned.”  As VP of the class of 1959, she was working on the 50 yr. class reunion for Alumni Weekend 2009.

She is survived by her husband of nearly 45 yrs., Stan Johnson of Collegedale, TN; son, David Johnson, Jr.; daughter, Lisa Ann Johnson; a sister, Bonnie McColpin.

Memorial services were held at Chattanooga Funeral Home Valley View Chapel.

(Info fr e-mail Connie SIMPSON Parrow, Stan Johnson, Marilyn LINSLEY Goronzy)

Nancy THIRLWELL Ingersoll- ‘41

Doris THIRLWELL Hansen- ‘45

Nancy passed away 25 Jan 2009 following a stroke just a week prior.  She was born to Thomas and Edna Thirlwell.   In March of 1946 she married Paul Deforest Ingersoll who she had met at MVA.  Together they did a lot of community service work S.D.A. Church in NC.  She resided at an Adventist living center in Fletcher, NC. 

She was preceded in death by her husband, Paul Deforest Ingersoll’46, who passed away in Aug. 2008.  

Survivors include two sons, Tom [Christy] Ingersoll of Valdese, NC and Jim [Becky] Ingersoll of Chattanooga, TN; five grandchildren; a sister, *Doris THIRWELL Hansen ‘45; two brother-in- laws, Dale [Cheryl HOSTETLER ‘56] Ingersoll ’40 and Herb [Dottie] Ingersoll ’46 both of TN.  

Funeral serices were held 27 Jan 2009 at the Hendersonville (NC) S.D.A. Church with burial in Hendersonville.    

{*While obtaining information regarding Nancy, we learned that Doris has past away 01 Feb 2009 at 82 yrs.  She was cremated.  A memorial service was to be held during Feb. 2009.

Survivors include her daughter, Diana.}           

(Info fr B. Vosper, Herb Ingersoll ’46, Jim Ingersoll) 

George Anthony Hajduk –

George, 68, died 02 Feb 2009 at home in Eldersburg, MD.

He was born in Detroit, MI as a faternal twin to Stella Rose and Casimer Hajduk.  He served in the U.S. Army Signal Corps and graduated from Michigan Technological Univ. with an electrical engineering degree in 1968. George married Sarah Jane PERCY ’58 in 1970 after meeting her and her daughter, Jennifer in 1968.  They had two more daughters, Eleanor and Kathleen.  Besides his family, George enjoyed gardening, traveling, and the NASA space program.  

He is survived by his wife, Sarah Jane PERCY Hajduk ’58; daughters, Jennifer [John] Camp, Eleanor HAJDUK [Stephen ] Wyatt, Jr., Kathleen HAJDUK [Tom] Withun; two grandchildren; a brother, Daniel Hajuk.

Services were held at Haight Funeral Home in Skyesville, MD on 07 Feb 2009 with burial in Springfield Cemetery in Skyesville, MD.

(Obit fr Sarah Jane PERCY Hajdut’58)

James “Jim” Poland ‘69

Jim, 54, of Mt. Vernon, OH, passed away 09 Feb 2009.  He was born 14 June 1951 in Galion, OH to Warren and Nellie LEHMAN Poland.  He was retired from General Motors.  Jim enjoyed spending time with friends and family, fishing, and racing.

Survivors include his wife of 36 yrs., Gwendolyn JONES Poland; son, Vinson [Stephanie] Poland of Mt. Vernon, OH; two grandchildren; brothers, Ted [Ruth SMITH

‘68]Poland ’67 of Howard, OH, Bob [Karen OPDYKE ’70] Poland ’67 of Zanesville, OH and Ron Poland ’72 of Mt. Gilead, OH.

Funeral arrangements were in care of the Flowers-Snyder Funeral Home in Mt. Vernon, OH.  A private family service will be held at a later date with burial in Ebenezer Cemetery near Amity, OH.

(Info fr Obit)

Julia Elizabeth CLINE Underwood – ‘37

Julia, 90, passed away 12 Dec 2008 of natural causes.  She was born in Columbus, OH on 07Dec 1918 to Cecil and Mary Cline.  After graduating from MVA, she went to music school where she studied piano and organ.  In 1947 she met and married Melvin Underwood of CA.  Julia was a housewife who loved entertaining, sewing, crafts and singing.  For 6 yrs. she owned and operated a health food store.  She served as church organist and pianist.   

She is survived by her husband of 62 yrs, Melvin Underwood; son, Larry [Debbie] Underwood of Napa, CA; daughter, Kathy [Mark] Parsons of Lodi, CA; five grandchildren; five great-grandchildren.

A memorial service was held 03 Jan 2009 at the English Oaks S.D.A. Church in Lodi, CA where she was a member.

(Info fr Obit, Kathy Parsons)
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