Fall, Newsletter

2010 Obituaries

Adams, Guy Edward ‘55

Guy Adams, 73, passed away on 27 Jul 2010.  He was born 10 Aug 1936 in Marion, OH.  After graduating from MVA, he joined the U.S. Air Force and was stationed at Dyess A.F.B. in Abilene, TX where  he met Jean, who became his wife.  Guy was a faithful member of the SouthPointe Baptist Church (formerly Bethel Baptist Church) in Arlington, TX for over 40 yrs.  He loved working with children and leading them to Christ.  He had a big heart for missions and was willing to help at anytime.  After retiring from the plumbing business in 2005, Guy worked for his church.  He took great pride in the church property, trees, landscape, and flowers.  He enjoyed spending time with his family.

He is survived by his wife, Jean; a son, Jeff Adams of Arlington, TX; a daughter, Karen [Jim] Rawlins of Hughes Springs, TX; 3 grandchildren.

Services were held 30 Jul 2010 at the SouthPointe Baptist Church.

(Info from e-mail of Sara George with obit info from the Ft. Worth Star Telegram on 29 Jul 2010)

Beggs, Rebecca BILBY ‘72

Notification of the death of Rebecca was received via e-mail.  She passed away from a massive coronary on 11 Nov 2008. 

She is survived by her husband, Robert Beggs ’69; a son, Christopher [Donna] Sanders att’92 Cl ’93; three grandchildren, Logan, Nathan, and Gabriel (unborn at the time of death).  Rebecca was cremated and a memorial service was held at the Akron First Seventh-day Adventist Church in Akron, OH on 26 Nov 2008.

(Info fr. Robert Beggs and Christopher Sanders via e-mail)

Brain, Terry

Terry passed away 20 Nov 2009.  He is survived by his wife, Carol Ann SAUDER Brain ’55 of Cleburne, TX; son, David Brain of Keene, TX.

(Info fr Sara MARTIN George) 

Cheeseboro, Amos B., Sr.

Amos, 73, passed away on 29 Oct 2009 in Mt. Vernon, OH.  He was born 29 Mar 1936 in Mobile, AL to George and Flossie BENNING Cheeseboro.  Amos attended Montgomery Community College and served in the U.S. Army.  He worked for the federal government, Giant Foods, and the post office.  Amos attended the Mt. Vernon (OH) Hill SDA Church.

He is survived by his wife, Enid YEARWOOD Cheeseboro; three sons, Bryan [Tamara] Cheeseboro of Burtonsville, MD, Amos Benning Cheeseboro, Jr. of Washington, D.C., and Benjamin Cheeseboro of the home; step son, Burton Savary of Trinidad, West Indies; two daughters, Sherri Cheeseboro of Oakland, CA and Belinda Cheeseboro, attending MVA Cl 2011, of the home; four grandchildren; three step grandchildren; three brothers, Robert [Margaret] Cheeseboro of Los Angeles, CA, George Cheeseboro of Lexington Park, MD, and Benjamin Cheeseboro of Phoenix, AZ.  Amos was preceded in death by his first wife, Reba Cheeseboro and an infant son, Benjamin Noah Cheeseboro.

A memorial service was held 01 Nov 2009 at the Mt. Vernon SDA Church in Mt. Vernon, OH.

(Info from Obit in Mt. Vernon News, Mt. Vernon, OH on 30 Oct 2009) 

Clarke, Miriam MYERS ‘38

Miriam was born in Fenten, MI in 1920 to Floyd and Olive Myers.  While living in Gettysburg, PA, a recruiter for MVA came and visited.  Miriam really wanted to attend MVA and her parents let her go.  She attended for four years and worked in the laundry doing ironing and also worked for “Johnsie.”  After graduating from MVA, she attended Washington Missionary College for 5 yrs.  In 1943 she graduated with a major in English.  At WMC she met Arden Clarke who she married in 1943.  During their life together, they lived in NC, NE, LA, FL, and Africa.  While trained as a teacher, she helped the people there giving eye drops, bandaging hands, etc. The Miriam Clarke Dispensary, which currently operates in Africa, was named in honor of her.  Miriam and Arden spent 7 yrs. in Africa and then returned to the U.S.  She worked as a teacher on all levels.  She obtained a Masters Degree from the Univ. of Nebraska in Omaha. Miriam loved to sew and read.  She was a Seventh-day Adventist all of her life having been baptized by Elder Richard Farley while attending MVA.  Miriam loved it here at MVA and had many good memories of her time spent here.  While in poor health, she attended the alumni get together in Orlando, FL about 2 yrs ago.

Survivors include four sons, Arden Clarke, Jr., Richard Clarke, Robert Clarke, Clynden Clarke; eleven grandchildren; a sister, Dorothy MYERS.  She was preceded in death by her husband, Arden in 2005.

(Info fr Lee Wilson ’41, Class of 1938 –70 yr. Honor Class Book- Interview with Miriam 16 Mar 2008)

Coon, Norman C. – att ’51, Cl ‘52

Norman passed away on 15 Jan 2010 in Harrisonburg, VA from cancer.  He was born in Richmond, VA on 23 Feb 1933 the only child of Clinton J. and Edith Eliza WALTERS Coon.  His father was a SDA minister, who wanted Norman to be a minister also.  Norman attended Washington Missionary College (now Columbia Union University) for four years.  While beginning his study as a ministerial student, he switched majors to business.  He lacked a few credits from getting his degree.  Norman worked at the college mill driving an 18 wheeler delivering items made at the mill.  With his love for driving, he worked during the summer at the Review and Herald, moving workers in the U.S. and Canada.  He also assisted with transporting workers for the General Conference of SDA’s.  Norman ended up being in charge of shipping at the Review and Herald warehouse.  When Norman and his wife, Lois, retired 15 yrs ago to a 16 acre home in VA, he enjoyed driving his riding lawn mower.

Survivors include his wife, Lois, of VA; one daughter, Debra Ann COON [Daniel Allen] Miller of Stuarts Draft, VA; two grandchildren.  Norman has many cousins, including MVA graduates, Glenn Coon ’48, Nita COON Steffens ’48. 

Services were held at the New Market SDA Church in New Market, VA on 24 Jan 2010.  A large number of family and friends were in attendance.  Many gave tributes to Norman.  His body was cremated and was buried in Linchlan Center, NY.

(Info from interview with Lois Coon  28 Feb 2010)  

Cornor, Marjorie Ruth HERDMAN ‘40

In April while setting up the 70 yr. reunion  display honoring the Class of 1940 for Alumni Weekend 2010, we received notification in the mail that Marjorie had passed away on 02 Feb 2010.  She was born 08 May 1924 in Erie, PA to George Henry and Margaret Ruth BREYER Herdman.  After attending MVA, at age 16, Margie attended the Washington Sanitarium and Hospital in Takoma Park, MD.  While working here, she nursed back to health the mother of Dale Cornor.  Dale’s mother encouraged Dale to take Margie out.  The two were married in 1946 after he returned from serving in WW2.  They had one daughter, Deanna CORNOR and two grandchildren, Don Bolinski, and Lauren Bolinski.

Margie worked at the hospital, now called Washington Adventist Hospital, first in Inservice Education then as  Assistant Nursing Director and Nursing Administrator after obtaining Masters degrees in both Nursing Administration from Maryland University and Public Health from Loma Linda University, Loma Linda CA (Suma Cum Laude).

Dale and Margie later moved to Williamsport, MD where she became Administrator of the Williamsport Nursing Home while Dale installed pipe organs throughout VA and WV.  She also did consulting work in D.C. and Hagerstown, MD before retiring.  

Margie served as an elder of her church in D.C. and Frederick, MD.  She was also on the Columbia Union Conference board for many years.  In 2005 she moved to Moncks Corner, SC with her husband, daughter and son-in-law, Ron Riegel and his mother.  Many people were touched by her wisdom and gentle ways.  She will be greatly missed.

Survivors include her husband; daughter, Deanna CORNOR [Ron] Riegel; two grandchildren.

Services for her were held 04 Feb 2010 in Moncks Corner, SC at the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

(Info fr Deanna Cornor)

Crites, David H. ‘55

David, 72, passed away 26 Dec 2009 at the Hubbard Hospice House in Charleston, WV after a long illness.  He was born 06 Apr 1937 to Harry and Effie Crites.  He attended West Virginia State University for two years.  David retired from Bell Atlantic after 38 yrs.  He attended the Clendenin Advent Christian Church and the Masonic Lodge in Clendenin, WV.  As a member of the Beni Kedem Temple, he participated in the Oriental Band.  He also served as a board member of Shriners Hospital in  Lexington, KY.

David is survived by his wife of 52 yrs, Carol JACKSON Crites; a daughter, Tammy [Bill] Kowaleski of Simpsonville, SC; four grandchildren.  He was preceded in death by his parents; two sons, David “Rex’ Crites and Douglas Jackson Crites; two brothers, Ardith Crites and Drexel Crites; and a sister, Iris Ann Lambdin.

A celebration of his life was held 29 Dec 2009 at the Clendenin Advent Christian Church in Clendenin, WV.  Burial was at Elk Hill Memorial Park in Big Chimney, WV.

(Info from Sara George Martin, Verna Lou Schultz; Obit) 
Dugan, Barbara BURTON Penrod ‘49

Barbara of Montrose, CO, was born to Wallace and Martha Burton in June 1929 in OH and passed away on 02 Oct 2009.  She had been living in a nursing care facility due to  syringomyalalia.  Barbara was an excellent secretary and typist and enjoyed reading, Bible study, and crocheting.  

She is survived by three children: sons, Sam and David and a daughter, Barbara and her husband, Richard.  Other survivors include 9 grandchildren; 20 great grandchildren; a sister, Sue Way.  

Her body was cremated and the ashes spread among the aspens.

(Info fr Beth Vosper, Charlotte WINELAND Able ’49, Barbara Burke)

Ellison, Ginger BERES ‘60

Ginger, of Berrien Center, MI, passed away on 07 Sep 2010 from complications of ALS (Lou Gehrig’s Disease).  She was born in Cleveland, OH on 15 Feb 1943 to John and Irma VEGH Beres.  After graduating from MVA, Ginger went to CUC for 1 yr.  She then quit due to a health related problem. After working for several years, in 1967 she returned to school attending Andrews University in Berrien Springs, MI where she took Pre Physical Therapy.  In 1970 she went to Loma Linda Univ. in CA intending to complete the PT training.  Instead she got married before finishing.  Ginger retired in Oct 2009 after spending the last 20 yrs. working at the Seminary at Andrews, including time spent working for Dr. Roger Dudley, former MVA principal.  She enjoyed traveling and lived in Germany and England.  Ginger also visited Australia twice and Korea once. She loved her children and was very proud of them.  She also loved animals and was concerned with protecting the environment and faithfully recycled at home and work.

Ginger attended the 50th year class reunion in April 2010 at Alumni Weekend.

She is survived by her two children, Eric Ellison and Autumn ELLISON Roberts; a granddaughter, Mairi ELLISON; a sister, Bonnie BERES ’66.  

A memorial service was held for her on 22 Sep 2010.  She was cremated.  The family requested donations, made in her memory, be sent to the Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis Association (ALS), 678 Front St. Suite 159, Grand Rapids, MI  49504.

(Info fr phone conversation 06 Oct 2010 with Bonnie BERES ’66, Obit write up fr Bonnie BERES ’66))

Fenn, Esther Lucile BELDEN ’26 & ‘27

Esther was born 27 Aug 1908 in Toledo, OH and died 16 Jan 2010 at the age of 101 yrs. 4 mon. in Portland, OR.   She was the first graduate of the church school in Toledo, OH.  She attended Mount Vernon Academy and graduated twice – in 1926 and 1927.  She earned three diplomas.  From 1927 to 1930 she attended the Hinsdale Sanitarium Hospital School of Nursing in Hinsdale, IL.  While here, she met Vincent Fenn, who she married in Toledo, OH on 07 May 1931.  In Fletcher, NC from 1932-33 she was preceptress at Mountain Sanitarium School of Nursing and Asheville Agricultural Institute.   Eight years post WW2 she was at Washington Adventist Hospital and the General Conference of S.D.A’s.  For seven of them Vincent worked and studied at what is now Washington Adventist University.  Other places of service included Reading, PA in the PA Conference, Beirut, Lebanon, where Esther was fascinated by Iran, and Salisbury, Rhodesia (now Harare, Zimbabwe).  The last 22 yrs. of her life were spent with her son and daughter-in-law, Richard “Dick” and Joan WRITTEMAN Fenn in Portland, OR.  Esther was a wonderful Christian lady who enjoyed 3ABN, Voice of Prophecy, The Quiet Hour, ADRA, AWR, and the Portland SDA Church Community Services and Elementary School.  She was independent of her care until being hospitalized on 24 Dec 2009.  Although discharged on hospice care, Esther remained alert her entire life.

Memorial services were held 07 Feb 2010 at the Sunnyside SDA Church in Portland, OR.

(Info from Joan WITTEMAN Fenn received 25 April 2010)  

Giraldi, Wilma HOLBROOK ‘47

Wilma of Sun City West, AZ, passed away on 14 Dec 2009 of COPD and other causes.  She was preceded in death by her husband, Orlando Giraldi.

(Info fr Beth Vosper e mail 04 Jan 2010)

Greenley, Janis YODER ‘62

Janis of Woodbridge, VA, passed away 10 May 2010 from cancer.  She was born in Wooster, OH, to Harold and Zella Mae YODER Yoder on 26 Nov 1943.  Desiring their children receive a Christian education, in 1947 the family moved from their farm in Wooster to Mt. Vernon, OH.  Because of this strong belief, all six of their children were given an Adventist education as well as many other children who were in need of help.  The Yoder’s bought and ran the corner store across from Mt. Vernon Academy.

After graduating from MVA, Janis attended Emmanual Missionary College (now Andrews University) and graduated with a major in music and minor in home economics.  For a while she taught school at Spring Valley Academy in OH.  Janis also lived in FL and while here, taught classes on how to select good teachers and educate them.  She also taught stop smoking classes for the Adventist Health System.  Her talents were sought after by Disney World in Orlando.  Janis was a gourmet cook whose meals were elegant and perfect in presentation and taste.  She also was an excellent seamstress.  During the past 15 yrs, Janis and her husband, Ray Greenley ’63 who she married in Dec. 1988, have been working in ministerial work.  Working together as ordained pastors, their talents complimented each other as they conducted a radio ministry and shepherded a growing church.  As an outgoing, people person, Janis has touched many lives with her love for the Lord.  She will greatly be missed.  

She is survived by her husband, Ray Greenley ’63 of Woodbridge, VA; brothers, James [Nancy] Yoder ’52 of Bonanza, OR, Donald [Carol] Yoder ’56 of Auburn, GA; sisters, Sylvia “Dee Dee” YODER [Ron] Crary ’53 of Dunlop, TN, Carol Ann YODER [Leo] Christensen ’57 of Avon Park, FL; two stepdaughters, April GREENLEY Brady of Clearsprings, MD and Heidi [Jeff] GREENLEY Smith of Poolesdills, MD; 7 grandchildren; two brothers-in-law, Don Greenley ’62 and Roger Greenley ’62 both of Damacus, MD.  She was preceded in death by her brother, Harold Yoder ’62.

(Info fr Carol Ann YODER Christensen ’57, Obit of Zella Mae YODER Yoder –MVA 2009)

Gueth, Loretta Jane STAPLETON ‘46

Jane, 81, of Springfield, OH passed away 29 Jan 2010 from pancreatic cancer.  She was born 12 May 1928 in Springfield, OH to Wesley and Florence Stapleton.  In the early 1950’s, Jane worked for International Harvester.  After her children were grown, she worked for Dr. Wells at Credit Line, the Springfield Country Club, the American Cancer Society, and Clark Memorial. She was a life long Seventh-day Adventist.  

Jane is survived by her children in Springfield: son, Arthur Gueth III, and daughters,  Jacki [Dennis]Whalen and JoAnne [Scott] Boldman; two grandchildren; five great grandchildren; a brother, Bob [Georgian] Stapleton of Houston, TX; a sister, Jo [John] Stinchcomb of Bainbridge, OH.  She was preceded in death by her parents and Arthur Gueth, father of the children.

Services were held at the Littleton and Rue Funeral Home on 06 Feb 2010 with interment in the Vale Cemetery in Springfield, OH.

(Info fr obit from Ruth HARRIS Sailor ‘47) 

Hasso, Peggy FRITZSCHE att ’57, Cl‘59

Peggy was born 04 Feb 1941 in Dayton, OH and passed away on 25 Sep 2009 in Redlands, CA.  She is survived by her husband, Anton “Tony” Fritzsche; sons, Stephen and Martin; one grandchild.

(Info fr obit –came in mail without return address)

Hayes, Susan ROBERTS

Susan, 55, of Ooltewah, TN, the daughter of Lamar “Pete” and Nellie Jo GREER Roberts, passed away at home 01 Jan 2010 from cancer.  After graduating in 1972 from Collegedale Academy in Collegedale, TN, she attended Southern Missionary College (now Southern Adventist University).  In 1975 she graduated with a nursing degree.  Susan was employed by Southern Adventist University as a nurse.  She was a member of the Collegedale Community S.D.A. Church in Ooltewah, TN. Susan lived her life for others and had a deep commitment to God.

She is survived by her husband, Tom Hayes ’71 of Ooltewah, TN; sons, Todd Hayes of Chico, CA, Brad Hayes of Nashville, TN, and Matthew Hayes of Orlando, FL; four grandchildren; her mother, Nellie Jo GREER Roberts;  brothers-in-law, Rick [Sylvia] Hayes ’69 of Avon Park, FL and Rob [Debbie LUCHT ‘74] Hayes ’76 of Ooltewah, TN; sisters-in-law, Jeanie HAYES [Ed ‘61] Haldeman –fac of Calhoun, GA, Kathy HAYES [William “Bill”] Hammond ’73 of Collegedale, TN, and Barbara HAYES [Steve ‘75] Hunt of McDonald, TN.  Susan was preceded in death by her father, Lamar “Pete” Roberts.

Funeral services were held at the Collegedale Community Church on 05 Jan 2010.  Burial was in Collegedale Cemetery, Collegedale, TN.

(Info fr Obit, Jeanie HAYES Haldeman-fac)

Hines, W. Delores 

Delores passed away 10 Jul 2010 in Panama City, FL at the Panama City Nursing Center.  She was born 18 Sep 1915 in Athens County, OH to Charles B. and Myrtle M. ROSS Felter.  In 1933 she graduated from Hollister High School in Glouster, OH.   Prior to living in Panama City, Delores lived in Mount Vernon, OH.  She was a member of the Seventh-day Adventist Hill Church and had worked at the Adventist Book Center in Mt. Vernon.

Surviving are her daughters, Joyce HINES Wahlberg ’60 and Susan HINES ’71 both of Panama City, FL; three grandchildren; many great-grandchildren; a sister, Myrtle FELTER [Robert “Bob” ’43] Burdette ’41 of Spartanburg, SC.  Besides her parents, she was preceded in death by her husband, Robert I. Hines; and sisters, Nellie Conaway, Hazel Hines, Lucille Phillips and Irma Rawson.

Funeral services were held 14 Jul 2010 at the Flowers-Snyder Funeral Home in Mt. Vernon, OH with Pastor Fred Shoemaker officiating.  Burial was in Mount Vernon (OH) Memorial Gardens.

(Info fr obit—12 Jul 2010 Mt. Vernon News, Mt. Vernon OH pg 3, Alumni Records)

Hoffer, Ruth Lucile

Ruth was born 20 Nov 1917 and passed away 10 Feb 2010.  She was a member of the Lakeland Church in Cleveland, OH.

Survivors include three sons, James “Jim” [Vera POGULIJSKY ‘60] Hoffer ’58 of Smithsburg, MD, William “Bill” [Marilyn] Hoffer of Bowling Green, VA, and Dennis Hoffer ’72 of Olney, MD; a daughter, Alice HOFFER Sinyard ’66 of Strongsville, OH.

(Info fr e-mail from Jeanie Haldeman –fac on 11 Feb 2010) 

Holderness, Martha Jane HADSELL

Martha, 82, passed away 29 Aug 2010 in Jonesborough, TN.  She was born in Galion, OH, on 01 May 1928 to George and Retha Hadsell.

She is survived by her husband, Albert Eugene Holderness, of Jonesborough, TN; two sons, Alan Eugene Holderness and Aaron Jay Holderness; a daughter, Sheila HOLDERNESS [Brian ‘76] Emler att’77 Cl ’78; grandchildren.  She was preceded in death by two sisters, Dorothy Dotson and Mary HADSELL both from Galion, OH.

(Info fr Sheila HOLDERNESS att’77 Cl ‘78]

Ingersoll, Dale M. ‘40

Dale died 16 June 2009 of a brain stem tumor at home in Telford, TN.  He was born 12 Aug 1922 in Norwalk, OH to Marshall B. and Gladys L. Ingersoll.  In 1927 his family moved to Dayton, OH.  Dale graduated from Washington Missionary College  now Washington Adventist University) in 1945 with a B.A. Degree in Theology and a major in Business.  He also worked towards a Master’s Degree at Andrews University.  He began in the ministry in Harlan, KY doing tent evangelism.  Then he served as a pastor in Bowling Green, KY.  For seven years he worked in the mission field in Ecuador.  Then after working in WV and PA, he returned to overseas work in Rhodesia, where he introduced Pathfinders to that part of the world.  Dale silk screened neckerchiefs by the hundreds in his garage, eventually supplying the whole southern part of Africa with uniforms.  When his wife, Flossie, who he married in 1944, was in need of cancer treatment, they returned to the U.S. and settled in Dayton, OH.  Here Dale took chaplaincy training.  His ministry then took a change when he became the chaplain at Reading Rehabilitation Hospital in Reading, PA.   After Flossie’s death in 1983, he married Cheryl HOSTETLER Franks ’46.  He was a minister in the Seventh-day Adventist Church for 43 years.  Dale genuinely enjoyed being with people.  He had a tender heart and healthy respect for God’s creature.  He enjoyed collecting stamps, coins, shells, fossils, and rocks.  He loved family and friends and served God faithfully until the end of his life.

Dale is survived by his wife, Cheryl HOSTETLER Ingersoll ’46; a brother, Herb [Dottie] Ingersoll ’46.  He was preceded in death by a brother, Paul Deforest Ingersoll ’46 and his wife, Nancy THIRWELL Ingersoll ’41.

(Info fr obits – Dale Ingersoll, Nancy THIRWELL Ingersoll’41, and Paul Deforest Ingersoll ’46)  
Johnson, Donald E. ‘45

Donald passed away peacefully on 24 Apr 2010 at his home on Bear Lake in Apopka, FL, where he enjoyed living with his family for 50 yrs.

His expertise in and love for printing began while attending school at Mount Vernon Academy.  After serving in the army, he relocated to Orlando, FL in 1949 where he met Mary Ann FIVASH, a nursing student on the campus of Florida Hospital.  They were married in 1952.  After working for several printing companies in the Orlando area, Don established his own printing brokerage company, Graphic House, Inc.  in 1963.  After 30 successful years, he sold his business in 1995 and retired.  As a devoted Seventh-day Adventist Christian, Don was very supportive of his church family.  He enjoyed golf, dining out, and traveling.  His love, generosity and sense of humor will be cherished by all who knew him.

He is survived by his wife of 57 yrs., Mary Ann Johnson; a son, Eddie [Amanda] Johnson of Ringgold, GA; twin daughters, Valeri [Stanley] Knight of Charlotte, NC and Vicki [Andy] McDonald of Orlando, FL; seven grandchildren; a sister-in-law, Carole KING Johnson att 40, Cl ’42.  He was preceded in death by two brothers, Chester Edward “Eddie” Johnson ’40 and George Johnson, who died as a child; a sister, Betty JOHNSON Chilson ’38.

(Info fr obit submitted by Mary Ann FIVASH Johnson, Obit of Chester Edward “Eddie” Johnson)

Lawrence, Joan LEWIS ‘59

Joan of Tehachapi, CA, passed away 31 Oct 2009 from complications following surgery.  She was born 26 Jul 1941 to Alfred and Ruth Lewis. Joan took nurses training in Washington, D.C. but didn’t complete it.  She got married instead to Nick Lawrence.  During their 23 yrs. of marriage, they had one daughter, Michelle Lawrence.  Joan was a very kind, loving and giving person.  She cared for her brother, Gene, until his death. Besides a love for golfing, Joan enjoyed entertaining and having parties in her home.  She lived life to the fullest and had a positive attitude.

She is survived by one daughter, Michelle Lawrence; one sister, Joyce LEWIS Hambleton ’56 of Collegedale, TN.  She was preceded in death by her husband; six brothers.

Joan lived life to the fullest and had a positive attitude.

(Info fr Nancy See; Joyce LEWIS Hambleton)

Marple, Angeline C. SZASZ ‘45

Angeline, 81, of Grand Terrace, CA, died 27 Jul 2009.  She was a retired RN from Cedars Sinai, St. John Hospital in Santa Monica, CA.  

She is survived by a son, Horace Marple III; a daughter, Teresa; two grandchildren; five nephews and nieces.  She was preceded in death by her husband, Horace Marple II.

(Info submitted by Deborah SZASZ, neice)

Marsh, Daniel L.

Danny, 52, passed away unexpectedly on 28 Nov 2009 at home in Howard, OH.  He was born 30 June 1957 in Lansing, MI, to Leslie and Viola E. POTHOOF Marsh, Jr.  He enjoyed spending time with family and raising Belgian draft horses.  Danny worked as warehouse manager for Jone-Zylon Company in West Lafayette, OH.  He was a member of the Mt. Vernon (OH) Hill S.D.A. Church.

Danny is survived by his mother; his wife, Cheryl L. KITTRELL Marsh of Howard, OH; a son, Daniel B. Marsh; a daughter, Katelyn J. Marsh, attending MVA Class of 2011; a sister, Debra Merchant of Ooltewah, TN.

A funeral was held on 01 Dec 2009 at Flowers-Snyder Funeral Home in Mt. Vernon, OH.  Private burial was in Jonesville, MI at the Sunset View Cemetery.

(Info fr obit –Mt. Vernon (OH) News  30 Nov 2009, Pg 3A)  

Miller, James L. ‘58

Jim, 72, of Bucyrus, OH, passed away on 26 Dec 2009.  He was born at home to Lester and Marie WARNER Miller.  Jim was a welder for Marion Power Shovel and Buckeye Machine in Forest, OH.  He also worked at Fairborn Industries in Upper Sandusky, OH.  Jim was a member of the Nevada (OH) Masonic Lodge and attended the Church of God in Oceola, OH.  He enjoyed playing Bluegrass music and often volunteered to play at nursing homes.  Jim also enjoyed the outdoors and mushroom hunting.

Survivors include his wife, Joyce D. Miller; two sons, Edward [Becky] Miller of Bucyrus, OH and Mike [Laura] of Sycamore, OH; four step children, Tony [Claudette] Durham of Bucyrus, OH, Tom [Vicki] Durham of Nevada, OH, Jackie [Doug] Stuckert of Bucyrus, OH, and Tammy [David] Mooney of Nevada, OH; a brother, Merle Miller of Nevada, OH; 5 grandchildren, 8 step grandchildren; one great grandchild; 8 step grandchildren; brother-in-law, William Fralick ‘45.  He was preceded in death by his parents; a son, Steven Miller; a sister, Ramona MILLER Fralick ’50.

A memorial service was held 30 Dec 2009 at the Church of God in Oceola, OH with Pastor Carl Angel officiating.  Masonic services followed.  His ashes were interred at Nevada Cemetery, Nevada, OH.

(Info fr Obit & note from Joyce D. Miller)   

Mowry, Irma Ruth

Irma was born 25 May, 1920, in Altoona, PA.  She died in Hagerstown, MD on 15 July 2009.  She was a member of the Hagerstown (MD) S.D.A. Church.  She married Pastor George Mowry ’38  in 1941.  They served churches in WV, PA, SD, and IA.  She also worked as a teacher and was secretary to various conference presidents.  

She is survived by her husband, George Mowry ‘38; a sister, Lois Jean Reigherd.  She was preceded in death by five sisters.

(Info fr obit Columbia Union “Visitor”  Dec 2009, Issue 12, Vol. 114, pg 61)

Opdyke, Patricia Ann  DAVIS ‘44

Pat, 83, of Zanesville, OH, passed away 11 Aug 2010 at her residence.  She was born 03 Oct 1926 in Jackson Center, OH to Willis and Lula CLAY Davis.  She was the retired owner/operator of Zanesville Fabricators.  Pat was a wonderful wife, housewife, and mother.  As a member of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, she served as Community Service leader which included a food bank and donations to the Red Cross.  

She is survived by her husband, Eber Opdyke ’42; a son, Bret [Cheryl YOUNG ‘78] Opdyke ‘77 of South Bloomfield, OH; daughters, Debby OPDYKE ’69 of Lipscomb, TX and Karen OPDYKE  [Bob ‘67] Poland ’70 of Zanesville, OH; 4 grandchildren, Sean Poland ’94, Shannon POLAND Clemens ’95, Tiffany OPDYKE att 2002 (freshman), and Amber OPDYKE Ivy att 2008 (senior); 10 great grandchildren. 

It was Pat’s desire to be cremated.  A memorial service was held 03 Oct 2010 at the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Zanesville, OH.  Pastor Tom Hughes will officiated.  

(Info from e-mail Billye Newton; MVA records, Phone conversation with Bret Opdyke 10-24-2010)

Prutzman, Eleanor BROWNLEE att ‘24

Eleanor, 104, died of old age on 04 June 2010 in Washington, PA .  She was born in Beaver Falls, PA on 

27 Jan 1906 to Archie and Ida Mae PERRINE Brownlee.  She married William Prutzman ’23.  Eleanor loved gardening, farming and carrying for animals.  Joseph R. Perrine, her grandfather, started the Washington SDA Church in Washington, PA.  Eleanor was a life member of this church.  The SDA church was her first priority in life.  One of her favorite activities in the church was ingathering.

She is survived by two sons, Harold Prutzman  att.’47 of Washington, PA and Archie Prutzman of Lumberton, NC; a daughter, Eleanor “June” PRUTZMAN [Arlin] Owen of Ooltewah, TN; many grandchildren, including William Prutzman att ’75 Cl ’77 of Lumberton, NC and Kerri PRUTZMAN Perry att ’78 Cl ’80 of Metairie, LA.  She was preceded in death by her husband, William “Bill” Prutzman ’23; a brother, James Brownlee att ’28.

Services were held in Washington, PA with burial in the Washington PA Cemetery.

(Info fr Lynn PERRINE, Eleanor “June” PRUTZMAN Owen, Susan Benge ’76, MVA Purple Book for yrs attended)

Pyott, Darlene McCULLAUGH ‘75

Darlene passed away 02 Feb 2010 in Louisville, KY following a short bout with cancer.  Her parents were Charles and Mary BYRD McCullough ’48.

Darlene’s survivors include children, Renee [Chuck] Babbs, Cristofer [Genie] Wade, and Robbie Pyott; 4 grandchildren; a brother, Daniel [Susan PEDEN att ’78, Cl 79] McCullaugh ’73 and their children, Josh McCullaugh ’07 and Mary Faith McCullaugh.  Besides her parents, she was preceded in death by her husband, Stuart Pyott and brother, Eric McCullaugh ’71.

(Info fr Susan Peden McCullaugh att ’78, Cl 79 –email)

Reep, Marjorie E. LIPSCOMB Hissong 

Marjorie, 85, of Mt. Vernon, OH, passed away on 18 Jan 2010 with Alzheimer’s disease.  She was born 03 Nov 1924 in Mt. Vernon, OH to Paul and Marie REYNOLDS ’21 Lipscomb att ’24.  Marjorie enjoyed yard work and spending time with family and friends. She was a member of the Mt. Vernon (OH) Hill S.D.A. Church.

She is survived by her husband of 9 years, John Reep att ’41, Cl ’44; three sons, Jack [Rattana] Hissong ’59 of Bangkok, Thailand, Terry [Pam] Hissong of Mt. Vernon, OH, Britt [Desiree] Hissong ’79 of Jacksonville, FL; five grandchildren; four great grandchildren; six step children.  Marjorie was predeceased by her parents; husbands, Calvin Edward Hissong and Mervin Riggenbach; a sister, Eileen LIPSCOMB Yoakum.

Funeral services were held 21 Jan 2010 at the Mt. Vernon (OH) Hill S.D.A. Church.  Burial was in Mound View Cemetery, Mt. Vernon, OH.  Arrangements were handled by Flowers-Snyder Funeral Home.

(Info fr Obit –Mt. Vernon (OH) News 20 Jan 2010  Pg 3A, Shirley PERRINE Mutchick, Alumni Records—Purple book]

Rhodes, Gordon W. ‘48

Gordon, 87, passed away 28 Nov 2009 at Lakeland Specialty Hospital in Berrien Center, MI.  He was born 21 Oct 1922 in Jamestown, MO, the son of R.L. and Emma JACOBSON Rhodes.  After serving in WW2, Gordon returned to MVA and graduated in 1948.  He began his pastoral ministry at Washington Missionary College in 1953, which continued till 1988 when he retired.  In 1967 he married Helena METZ in Watsonville, CA. He earned a Master’s degree in Community Counseling in 1973 in order to supplement his ministry.  In 1988 he began his second occupation of lawn care, which he continued into 2009.  His wisdom, humor, and generosity will be missed.

Gordon is survived by a son, Galen [Kim] Rhodes of Denver, CO; a daughter, Carrie Rhodes of Berrien Springs, MI; one granddaughter; one brother, Charles Rhodes of OR.  He was preceded in death by his wife, Helena METZ Rhodes, in Jan 2008; two sisters, Florence Reinke and Ella Mae.

Memorial services were held 03 Dec 2009 at the Pioneer Memorial Church in Berrien Springs, MI.  Allred Funeral Home handled the arrangements.

(Info fr obit sent in by Carrie Rhodes; Margaret Dudley ‘49)

Rudolph, Herbert Kendrick and Maxine SMALL 

Herbert, 90, of Mount Vernon, OH, passed away on 07 Apr 2010.  He was born 18 Dec 1919 in Clinton, MA to Herbert and Mae KENDRICK Rudolph.  After spending his early childhood in South Lancaster, MA, his family moved to Mount Vernon, OH.  In 1919 Herbert’s father, Herbert Rudolph, who was a carpenter by trade, worked teaching carpentry at MVA.  His wife, Mae, also worked teaching domestic science at MVA.  Young Herbert, an only child, graduated from Mount Vernon High School and lived most of his life in Mount Vernon.  He was in the service during WW2 and was awarded the Bronze Star.  Herbert worked at Cooper Bessemer Co. in Mt. Vernon for 42 yrs.  Retirement years were spent in FL and Mt. Vernon.  He was a member of the Mt. Vernon (OH) Hill SDA Church.

Maxine SMALL Rudolph, 87, Herbert’s wife of 65 yrs. passed away about 2 months later on 06 June on 2010 in Mt. Vernon, OH.  Born 15 July 1922 to Fred and Mary SMITH Small in Mt. Vernon, Maxine grew up here and graduated from Mount Vernon High School.  She loved children and taught preschool/kindergarten for many, many years.  She was a member of the Mt. Vernon (OH) Hill SDA Church.

Survivors of Herbert and Maxine include a son, Kendall Rudolph’64 of Longwood, FL; a daughter, Deanna RUDOLPH [Terry ‘68] McGee ’67 of Newark, OH; four grandchildren; seven great grandchildren; a brother and a sister.  A daughter, Carolyn L. Rudolph ’76, preceded them in death in 2007.

Graveside services were held for Herbert on 09 Apr 2010 and for Maxine on 08 June 2010.   Pastor Fred Shoemaker officiated both services.  Burials were in Mound View Cemetery in Mount Vernon, OH.

(Info fr obit—Herbert K. Rudolph on 08 Apr 2010 in Mt. Vernon News, Mt. Vernon, OH pg 3A

Info fr obit – Maxine  SMALL Rudolph on 07 June 2010 in Mt. Vernon News, Mt. Vernon, OH pg 3A

Info fr Deanna RUDOLPH McGee ’67 & S. Benge ‘76)

Schaefer, Warren E. ‘52

Warren, 74, of Lancaster, PA, passed away on 19 Oct 2009.  He was born 30 June 1935 in Springfield, OH, to Warren E. and Ada BARBER Schaefer.  Warren was a lifelong member of the Seventh-day Adventist Church.  For the Lancaster, PA church, he served on the school board, as President of the Central Pennsylvania Christian School, and was also church clerk.

Warren is survived by a son, Brett E. [Elizabeth] Schaefer of Phoenix, AZ; a daughter, Brenda L. SCHAEFER [Sam] Spigelmeyer of Middletown; six grandchildren; numerous great grandchildren.

A memorial service was held 07 Nov 2009 at the Lancaster (PA) S.D.A. Church. Arrangements were handled by Andrew T. Schied Funeral Home in Millersville, PA.

(Info fr Obit –Intelligencer, Lancaster, PA 07 Nov 2009; John Lamb)

Schaff, Coradell Etta CRANDALL ‘35

Notification of Coradell’s death was received by return mail which was sent to members of the Class of 1935.  Coradell was born 22 Aug 1917 and passed away in Redlands, CA on 15 Apr 2009.

(Info fr returned mail, SSDI, 1930 Census –Toledo Lucas OH)

Shultz, Kenneth ‘40

Notification of Kenneth’s death was received during Alumni Weekend April 2010.  We were unable to contact him for the Class of 1940 display.    (Info fr Wayne Behner ’40)

Smith, Ken

Ken Smith passed away on 27 Feb 2010. He met Charlotte HAYES ’37 in Mount Vernon, OH when she was attending nurses training at the Mount Vernon Hospital.  The two married in Feb of 1944. 

Ken is survived by a son, Kenneth [Sue] Smith; daughters, Rosemary Kay SMITH [George] Phelps, Peggy Beth SMITH, Charlotte Ruth SMITH [Rick] Gardner; 15 grandchildren; 17 great grandchildren.  He was preceded in death by his wife, Charlotte HAYES Smith ’37 in July 2009 and daughter, Nancy Sue SMITH Bernard Adams in Apr 2009.

(Notification by e-mail from Ruth SMITH Gardner, daughter on 22 Apr 2010; Info from obit Charlotte HAYES Smith ‘37)

Steffens, Nita COON ‘48

Nita passed away on 05 Sep 2010 at home in Ooltewah, TN from leukemia.  She was born in Trinidad, British West Indies on 25 Feb 1928 to Glenn and Ethel Lucille NUMBERS ’18 Coon, Sr.  Her father started the ABC’s of Bible Prayer program and wrote the book. She married Charles Steffens and they had two children, a son, Randy Steffens and a daughter, Rita Lucille STEFFENS.  Nita was a LPN.  She enjoyed many hobbies including ceramics, flower arranging, macramé, baking, cooking and candy making.  Nita had a real love for her family and friends, including many from MVA.  She kept in contact with them regularly until just shortly before her death.  She frequently emailed us at the Alumni office to update us on various alumni.  In 1998 Nita along with Frank Tisler created the Class of 1948’s 50 yr memory book.  She made gifts for each of her classmates as a part of their celebration.  Having a love for chihuahuas, Nita and her husband, Charles, provided a foster home for these dogs.  In spite of being tied down at their home caring for them when the 60th class reunion came in 2008, Nita was instrumental in ensuring a class display was set up at Alumni Weekend that year.  She will greatly be missed.

Survivors include her husband, Charles; a son, Randy Steffens; a daughter, Rita Lucille STEFFENS, 6 grandchildren, Randy Steffens, Jr., Robbie Steffens, Shala Steffens, Brandon Steffens, Christina and Steffennie; a brother, Glenn Coon, Jr. ’48 of Cohutta, GA. She was preceded in death by a cousin, Norman Coon att ’51 Cl ’52 in Jan 2010.

A memorial service was held at the Collegedale SDA Church in Collegedale, TN on 18 Sep 2010.  She was cremated.

(Info fr email of Charles Steffen, Frank Tisler ’48, Collegedale S.D.A. Church Bulletin—Collegedale TN on 11 Sep 2010, Phone conversation 06 Oct 2010 with Charles Steffen by S. Benge ‘76)

Sylvia, Kay Charlene DeGARMO Nichols ‘55

Kay, 74, of Winchester, VA, passed away at her home in Winchester, VA on 15 Feb 2010.  She was born 05 Aug 1935 in Smithfield, OH, the daughter of Paul Jerome and Lela HARTUP DeGarmo.  She worked as a dog groomer for 25 yrs. and was the owner of Kay’s Doggie Palace.  During her earlier years, she and her sisters sang spiritual and popular music throughout the area as the DeGarmo sisters.  Kay was a member of the Women of the Moose Lodge 1283, Woodman of the World Lodge 419, and TOPS.

She is survived by her husband, Donald Sylvia; a son, Brian [Sandra] Nichols of Middletown, VA; one sister, Barbara DeGARMO Ferguson ’55 of Stephens City, VA; five step daughters; grandchildren; great grandchildren.  Kay was preceded in death by her husband, Clifford Nichols, who passed away in Oct 2003; a brother, Bill De Garmo; a sister, Elaine DeGARMO Fries.

A funeral was held at Omps Funeral Home, South Chapel with Pastor Glenn Welsh officiating.  Internment was in Shenandoah Memorial Park.  Arrangements were handled by Royston Funeral Home in Marshall, VA.

(Info fr Obit; sister, Barbara De GARMO Ferguson ’55; Sara George ‘55)

Tucker, Linda Gail REINKE att ’76, Cl ‘78

Linda , 49, of Mt. Vernon, OH, passed away 09 Dec 2009 from cancer.  She was born 19 Apr 1960 to Charles and Wilda RUSSELL ’40 Reinke in Warrensville Heights, OH.  Linda attended MVA for 2 ½ yrs. then graduated from Kirtland High School.  She also attended Cal State College.  She lived in Mt. Vernon, OH, the past 17 yrs. and worked at the Adventist Book Center then Kenyon College in Gambier, OH for the past 12 yrs.

She is survived by her husband, Larry Tucker; a stepson, Larry [Janera] Tucker of Fallon, NV; a stepdaughter, Leanne [Chico] Turrietta of Fallon, NV; six grandchildren; two brothers, Bill [Karen] Reinke ’70 of Willowbrook, Il and Larry Reinke ’63 of Chardon, OH; a sister, Carol REINKE [Gary ‘59] Myers ’60 of Ooltewah, TN; three nephews; two nieces.  

Fischer Funeral Home in Danville, OH assisted with arrangements.  Linda was cremated and her ashes spread.

(Info fr Mt. Vernon (OH) News Obit 10 Dec 2009, Dee ERSKINE Chrisman ’78, Carol REINKE Myers ’60)

Vance, Sonny –fac

Sonny, 68, of Greenbrier, TN, passed away at his residence on 16 Apr 2010 following an extended illness.  He was born in Buchanan Co., VA to Ireland L. and Ora Matney Vance.    Sonny worked as assistant manager of City Laundry in Mt. Vernon, OH and as assistant director of linen services at St. Vincents Hospital in Little Rock, AR.  He was an Army veteran and loved golfing. 

He is survived by his wife, Sharon ROSS Vance ’68 of Greenbrier, TN; daughters, Cathy VANCE [Billy] Marlin of Greenbrier, TN., Mary [Thomas Bailey] VANCE of Hendersonville, TN, Erin VANCE [Chris] Zanchi of Greenbrier, TN, and Stephanie VANCE [Gregg]  Garrison of Little Rock, AR; mother, Ora Matney Vance; brothers, Ireland Vance, Jr. of Mt. Vernon, OH, Beverly [Kayleen DETTERER ‘68] Vance of Columbus, OH, Gary [Linda] Vance and Greg [Laurie] Vance of Mt. Vernon, OH; sisters, Nell [Ralph] Parker, Rinda [Ralph] White, and Vera [Jim] Bridges of Mt. Vernon, OH; 8 grandsons; one great granddaughter.  He was preceded in death by his father .

A celebration of his life was held 23 Apr 2010 at the Ridgetop Adventist Church in Ridgetop, TN with Pastor Jeremiah Smartt officiating.

(Info fr Obit in Mt. Vernon News, Mt. Vernon, OH on 21 Apr 2010 pg 3)

